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Shared Plate Casting Brief
This brief is for the Maître d & the two servers. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Maître D

I am always keen to be authentic with work like this. So I would like to begin our casting process by looking for a real Maître d. I wouldn’t waste time going to restaurants all over NYC and street casting a Maître d. I wonder instead if the fusion chef we cast could recommend someone that he or she really works with? Or maybe there are agents who rep experienced, genuine Maître d’s for TV chef shows etc. We aren’t looking for fame but reality and professionalism. 

Whether the Maître d is real or an actor I think it’s probably a male role. However, this may change if we have a male chef as we may want to gender balance the film. Lets assume male for now. He should be in his 30’s / 40’s – mature but not too senior. They need to be clean cut and be able to exude that air of professionalism and respectful charm that you get in fine dinning restaurants. I’d be keen to see not just Caucasians in the casting but also African Americans and potentially other ethnicities. Performance wise they need be able to be warm, welcoming and be able to improvise. They will be fully briefed about the restaurant as our guests are likely to ask them questions as they arrive. 

2. Servers

We are looking to cast two servers. I want to find one male and one female. Both probably of playing age of mid twenties. Its tempting to go super clean cut here and look for traditionally good looking young people who are very presentable. However, I wonder if we could introduce a bit of edge and could be more surprising and charming with these roles. Could we find a young man with a hipster moustache or who would feel right and natural in the precise and conventional servers uniforms. Someone with an afro etc? It’s a delicate balance because we don’t want to cast too ‘alternative’ folks who will distract the audience away from the story. However, going the obvious route is not great either so I think looking for people with a subtle edge could be the right note. 

Ethnicity wise, again a blend is key however, I take character over demographic but I think mixing it up a bit could be good. It would be good to cast someone who is ethnically mixed – a “fusion of races” – to subtly further our theme. American accents though. They need to be able to feel warm. Friendly open faces. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Performance wise they need be able to perform all the duties of a waiter and be able to improvise inside that role. They will be fully briefed and may need to answer questions. They will need to introduce the dishes but these lines will be written for them. These are speaking roles. Service experience would be a bonus. 

3. Casting process

I'd interview in character. I'd ask them questions about the menu - what would they recommend? What's the special? How would they describe a dish? The sort of questions you ask a waiter. 

Then I'd run a scene - asking to take an order and the customer asking for a recommendation.
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